NOTABLE  NATURE  WRITERS

was complementary to it. His one
written work by which he became
world-famous consists chiefly of letters
to his two friends, Thomas Pennant and
Dames Barrington. These letters are
the most important part of the book
now known as " The Natural History
of Selborne,1' and in many editions his
" Naturalist's Calendar " is included as
well as " Observations on Various
Branches of Natural History." The
very first edition to be published con-
tained the " Letters " and " Antiqui-
ties of Selborne," but it is the Letters
which have attracted and fascinated
succeeding generations of readers.

In these Letters we have delightful
glimpses of White's full and happy life.
He was a modest little man, 5 feet
3 inches in height, devoting himself to
his work as curate among the villagers,
but fond of walking or riding round
the countryside and patiently watching
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and studying the habits, homes, ways
and times of all the plants and animals
in that district of Hampshire in which
he lived. Selborne was his native
village. His grandfather was vicar of
that parish and Gilbert was born in the
vicarage on July i8th, 1720. After
school at Basingstoke he went to Oxford
and in due course became a Fellow of
Oriel. . Later he held several different
curacies, one of which was at Faringdon,
the next parish to Selborne. Then in
1784 he became curate at Selborne and
here he lived until his death in 1793.

He had begun his Natural History
diary in 1751, but it was not until 1767
that he wrote his first letter to Thomas
Pennant and in 1769 his correspondence
with Daines Barrington began.
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It is in these letters that he reveals
not only his keen interest in all the

SpeciaUy drawn for this work.
GILBERT WHITE AT HIS DESK
In this illustration we see the gentle curate of Selborne at his desk.   Much of the written work
for which he became world-famous consists of letters which he wrote to two friends and in this
correspondence we have delightful glimpses of the naturalist's full and very happy life, spent
chiefly in his native village.